Hairspray
We invite you to audition for our July 2012 production of Hairspray.
HAIRSPRAY CAST INFORMATION

Seeking performers of all ethnicities, shapes, sizes, colours, races, creeds and religions to participate in this production of HAIRSPRAY. 
CHARACTERS

"All parts are to LOOK the relevant age, not necessarily BE the relevant age".

Tracy Turnblad - A "pleasantly plump" teenager, who dreams of fame and fights to racially integrate The Corny Collins Show.  Outgoing, unstoppable, goodhearted with a vibrant, lovable, spirited personality.  Loves to dance.  Females of all shapes and sizes will be considered, but must have the strength and conviction to play this vital role.

· Belt, Mezzo, Vocal Range:  G below middle C to E above C.

Edna Turnblad - Tracy's kind, plus-sized mother - a drag role.  Edna runs a laundry business out of her home.  A working class, devoted, loving housewife with dreams of her own.  Sincere, not campy.  

· Tenor, Vocal Range:  F#  below middle C to A above C

Amber Von Tussle - Bratty, selfish resident princess of The Corny Collins Show, despite her lack of talent. She is willing to do anything to win the Miss Teenage Hairspray pageant. We must love to hate her. Ice princess, attractive snob, very funny, with good physique, strong singer and great mover.

· Belt, Vocal Range: A below middle C to F above C

Velma Von Tussle - A former beauty queen, Amber's scheming mother and producer of The Corny Collins Show, who pushes her daughter to seek the stardom that she never had.  Upscale, attractive, biting, manipulative, prejudiced snob who always wants her daughter in the spotlight, funny, good character singer.

· Belt, Vocal Range:   G below middle C to E above C

Penny Pingleton - Tracy's slightly dorky, devoted, neurotic and perky best friend. Must have good comedic timing. Ditzy, very funny, with good physique, strong singer and mover.

· Belt, Vocal Range: middle C to G above C

Link Larkin - A teenage heartthrob and one of The Corny Collins Show Council Members, who falls in love with Tracy. Confident, not arrogant. Genuine, not slimy. Handsome, clean-cut and good-hearted, strong singer and great mover.

· Tenor/Baritone, Vocal Range:  C below middle C to A above middle C

Motormouth Maybelle - The owner of a downtown record shop and the host of "Negro Day" on The Corny Collins Show, self-described as "big, blonde and beautiful".  Seaweed and Little Inez's mother.  Powerful and inspiring, singer with an infectious, brassy personality. Large physique, strong, soulful gospel singer. 

· Alto, Vocal Range: A below middle C to E   above C

Seaweed J. Stubbs - A hip "Negro Day" dancer and the son of Motormouth Maybelle who falls in love with Penny.  His dance lessons help Tracy get chosen for the local TV teen dance show.  Cool, attractive, street smart, goodhearted.  Strong dancer and smooth mover.  

· Tenor, Vocal Range: Gb below middle C to B above middle C

Wilbur Turnblad - Tracy’s goofy father, who owns the Har-De-Har Hut joke shop and is still madly in love with his wife, Edna. He encourages Tracy to follow her dreams.  A working class inventor with a sweet, childlike personality. Strong character and comedic timing, but not slapstick. Good character singer.

· Baritone, Vocal Range: G below C to E above middle C

Corny Collins - The handsome, charming, engaging, smooth and cocky host of The Corny Collins Show. Very hip and cool, only to be out shone by his teeth. Handsome, charming, engaging, smooth, strong singer.

· Tenor, Vocal Range:  D below middle C to A above middle C

Little Inez - Seaweed's younger sister, who tries to audition for The Corny Collins Show but is turned away because she is black.  Spunky, tough, streetwise, outgoing, older than her years. 

· Belt, Vocal Range: A below middle C to E above C

The Dynamites - 3 sassy singer/dancers, inspired by the Supremes. Tight harmony, girl group, should have glorious pop/gospel singing voices, should move well.

· Vocal Range:  Various within range G below middle C to A above C

Other Female Roles & Cameos - The Matron guarding The Big Dollhouse; The Gym Teacher; Prudy Pingleton, Penny's overprotective and often close-minded mother.  Could be played by one or more actors. 
· A below middle C to E above C

Other Male Roles & Cameos - Mr. Pinky, owner of Mr. Pinky's Hefty Hideaway who gives Tracy and Edna a makeover; Principal of Patterson Park High School; and Mr. Harriman F. Spritzer, the President of Ultra Clutch. Could be played by one or more actors.

The Corny Collins Dancers and Council Members/Ensemble – Peppy teenagers, and quite rightly the nicest kids in town, the perfect image of the 50’s American teenager. Only thing bigger than their dancing is their smiles.  IQ, Shelly, Brenda, Sketch, Fender, Tammy, Lou Ann, Brad, etc.  Need to be able to sing and dance… at the same time!

PLEASE NOTE:

It is the prerogative of the production team and PLOS committee to accept or reject potential cast members based on their audition performance, preparation and availability to attend rehearsals.
General Information

Cast Ages

· ALL adult cast are to be 16 years of age by 1 July 2012.
Audition Requirements/preparation
· Auditions are by appointment only.

· Each auditionee will have up to 10 minutes.
· All auditionees need to prepare two contrasting songs in the stye of the show which demonstrate your vocal and acting range (song not from the show) 
· Remember to choose an appropriate starting point in your song. You may not get to sing the full song.
· Piano accompaniment must be readable sheet music in the key you wish to perform. Please bring two copies of music. 

· NO requests to transpose. Own piano accompanist permitted.

· Most sheet music is available either at music shops through websites such as musicnotes.com.  
· Taped/CD accompaniment music can be used providing sheet music is same key is also provided.
· Unaccompanied auditions will not be permitted.

· Auditionees are asked to arrive early to talk through your song with the audition pianist and complete all required paperwork prior to audition.

· Part of the audition may involve singing of scales and other vocal exercises.

· Part of the audition may also require the reading of lines and dialogue. 

All Auditions

· Auditionees are asked to arrive at least 15 minutes early for their audition to fill in registration details.
· Please ring theatre resume if applicable.
· All auditionees must bring a photo of themselves (non returnable). Please ensure it depicts natural and current look. 
Audition Location

· All Auditions will be held at The PLOS Shed - Corner Overport & Somerset Roads Frankston.

· PLOS Shed Phone Number - 9787 9288.

Audition Dates

· Auditions will be scheduled on 6, 7, 9, 11, 12, 13, February as required.
· Callbacks as required will be scheduled on Thursday 16 February 2012.
Dance Auditions

· Auditionees will be invited to participate in dance audition.
· All auditionees wishing to be considered for an onstage role must if invited attend the dance audition. This session will be by invitation and will be held on Sunday 12 February at 1:30pm and will include various levels of dance and movement as part of the process. 
· Please wear appropriate clothing (that shows body shape) and footwear – females jazz shoes boots, males – jazz shoes/boots or runners. Please bring tap shoes if you have them. 
Show Dates

· Hairspray will be presented during the period Sunday 22 July and Saturday 4 August 2012 in the Theatre at Frankston Arts Centre. 
· Cast will be expected to be involved in Bump In and theatre rehearsals leading up to performances.

Rehearsals

· Rehearsals commence on Monday 23 February 2012 at 7:30pm.
· Rehearsals are held on Monday, Thursday evenings - 7:30pm – 10:30pm and Sunday afternoons from 1pm – 5pm. 
· Additional Rehearsals will be called by mutual agreement amongst cast members.

· Attendance at rehearsals is a commitment associated with being accepted into the cast of the show. 

Cast Size

· Requirement of an on-stage cast of 25+ plus.

Weekend Rehearsals
· Compulsory Full Day Rehearsals will be held on Sunday 23 June and Sunday 8 July 10am – 6pm.
Sitz Probe
· Compulsory Sitz Probe is scheduled for Wednesday 18 July 7:30pm – 10:30pm.
Membership/Show Fee

· Those selected to be in the cast of Hairspray will be required to become a financial member of PLOS Musical Productions. 

· All Hairspray cast members are required to pay a Show Fee.
General Information

· The show calls for a cast that is prepared to have fun, work hard and above all show commitment.
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· Director 
Danny Ginsberg
· Musical Director

Sue Fletcher
· Choreography 
Steve Rostron
July 2012
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Audition Bookings:

Audition Bookings open after Information Night

Brett – calls after 6.30pm
Phone - 0408 576 705
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